
From the Editor

Hi All, welcome to the NZSPBS
Winter | AGM newsletter edition
for 2026!  

It was lovely to see those of you
who made it to the AGM. This is
our special AGM edition, with
AGM reports, end of year award
results, and some photos from
the AGM day held on the 23rd of
May. 

 

As always, I warmly welcome
any feedback and ideas. I love
to hear from you all and really
enjoy receiving your photos
and content, so please do not
hesitate to make contact. 

Stay warm, grab a cuppa and
thank you for reading!
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In this newsletter
you can expect:

Chloe Miller 

Daisy & Florence Miller riding Oaklea Halliwell & Narrandera Yuletide.



From the President

Welcome to the Winter | AGM Edition of the
NZSPBS Newsletter. 

As read at the 2026 AGM:

“Tena koutou katoa,

Welcome to the NZSPBS Annual General
Meeting for 2026.

Thank you to you all, for showing your support
and commitment by attending this afternoon.
Thank you to those of you who joined us this
morning at Duncree Stud for a Shetland Pony
Parelli demonstration and who joined us for
brunch at Lael Stud.

I would like to acknowledge those of you who
have travelled long distances to be here. It is
most especially a commitment this year with the
high price of fuel and cost of living. I really
appreciate that you have invested in this into
NZSPBS.

Before we begin I would like us all to
acknowledge the sad passing of Marian Lusby. A
long held special NZSPBS society member.
Marian bred ponies as well as being a judge and
competitor. Marian’s daughter has donated two
of Marian’s treasured Shetland Figurines to the
NZSPBS. The first of which is the prize in the
silent auction and the second one will follow suit
later in the year.” We then shared a minute's
silence in her memory.

Keep warm and take care.

Ngā mihi nui,

Bernadette Woffenden
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AGM Day,  May 23rd 2026 - Lael Shetland Pony Stud Tour



From the Registrar

Pony & Registration Number From To

Tullamore Solar Flare 949NZ D & R Holst, Tuakau
Pretoorstes Family Trust,

Gordonton

Cotswold Annies Trinket 1227NZ D & J Humphries, Motukarara J Adair, Lincoln

Cotswold Raven 1211NZ D & J Humphries, Motukarara Black Thorne Stud, Gore

Cotswold Mackie 1243NZ D & J Humphries, Motukarara H Peddison, Feilding

Cotswold Popsy 1181NZ D & J Humphries, Motukarara J Adair, Lincoln

Beechgrove Mr Cinnamon
1063NZ

B Halliday, Fairlie B Warner, Timaru

Mackway Princess Twilight
Sparkle 1239NZ

G Price, North Canterbury A Price, Timaru

Oaklea Bellinger 1019NZ R Lugg, West Melton L Murray, Oxford

Oaklea Invictus 1041NZ R Lugg, West Melton L Murray, Oxford

Toonmals Colour Me Bear
1254NZ

A Buckingham S Guthrie, Kaikoura

Lael Moondance Magic 1127NZ A Buckingham K Thompson, Orari

Cotswold Kismet Cutie 634NZ C Hadler, Rangiora S Iremonger, Ashburton

Beechgrove Ranger 1256NZ A Price, Timaru K Thompson, Orari

Beechgrove Birdie 1160NZ A Price, Timaru A Heffernan, Invercargill

TRANSFERS

REGISTRATIONS

Duncree Dream Weaver 1241NZ
Gelding

Beechgrove Ranger 1256NZ
Gelding

Beechgrove Ruby Tuesday
1255NZ Filly

Reminder to all breeders that your annual returns are due by the end of August.  Here’s a link to the
forms on the website. https://www.shetlandpony.org.nz/forms.
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ANNUAL RETURNS REMINDER

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pf9LQ5A5xNgMTh67fYmBdReqZpU36Pe9/view?usp=share_link
https://www.shetlandpony.org.nz/forms


Save the Date - 2027 NZSPBS South Island Show

April Buckingham is kindly donating the Champion and Reserve for the ‘Best Presented’
class, at both the South Canterbury Equestrian Show and the Waimate A & P Show (show
dates yet to be confirmed).

End of Year Awards

NZSPBS South Island 2026 Show Photos 

The photos taken at this years 2026 show by Arrow’s Flight Photography are
available to view and purchase here: 

https://arrowsflightphotography.pixieset.com/nzspbsshow26/

A friendly reminder that if you attend a show anywhere in the North or South Island, can
you please send in the whole Shetland Pony Section results for the end of Year points and
Awards to:

Toby Harding
Email: tobyharden20@gmail.com 

Thank you for your support with this!

Award Sponsor

Our next NZSPBS South Island Show date is: Saturday, 30  January 2027.th

Save the Date - 2027 NZSPBS AGM

This will be held on: Saturday, 22nd May 2027.

We look forward to seeing you there!
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Special Thank You

We would like to acknowledge and thank Kathy Drake for her many years, 15 years to be exact, of
faithfully fulfilling the role of Waikato / Upper North Island NZSPBS Area Representative.
We have thoroughly enjoyed Kathy’s newsie reports, enthusiasm and hearing the latest on her three
shetlands. We will miss your perspective but acknowledge that you have done more than your fair share.
We wish you and Rod all the very best. Don’t forget to be in touch when you travel South. You and Rod
will always be welcome visitors to our South Island Shetland Pony Studs.

From the President on behalf of the NZSPBS Committee.



AGM Reports 

NZSPBS AGM Presidents Report 2026

It is with pleasure and respect that I submit my fifth President’s Report for the NZSPBS. Thank you, to society
members, as well as the committee for supporting me in this role to protect, preserve and represent the
NZSPBS and to promote the Shetland pony breed here in New Zealand. 

I would like to acknowledge the hard working and supportive committee members. They give many hours of
their voluntary time to further the society and complete the many administrative duties involved in each of
their roles. I value and appreciate each of you and your significant support and how we can pull together as a
united team to get things done.

In the interests of removing barriers and saving growing fuel costs we now are holding our monthly NZSPBS
Committee meetings online using Google Meet. This is going well and I am proud of everyone for taking this
big step, utilising the technology we have available.

Thank you to everyone who has entered and supported a show with a Shetland Section this season. Thank
you for your effort and costs you have incurred. Entries have been small across the country at all shows but
most have been supported. I think Nelson A&P was the only one that I am aware had no Shetland entries. Due
to the loss of a long held show secretary in South Canterbury, several shows have changed their format where
a traditional Shetland section has not been run but hopefully in time and with support from those affected by
this, it can change. A reminder that shows can apply to the society for ribbon sponsorship if they run their
Shetland Section under NZSPBS guidelines. Contact Lesley Lewis our Secretary and she had the guidelines
readily available. Every year these are shared to shows through out New Zealand and the RAS along with
judging guidelines to support judges not familiar or confident with the breed characteristics and qualities.

Another significant change which I must draw your attention to is the important change in animal welfare
regulations that will affect horse, pony, and donkey owners across New Zealand.

From 9 May 2026 hot branding of horses, ponies, and donkeys will no longer be lawful under any
circumstances.

On 9 May 2021 amendments to the Animal Welfare (Care and Procedures) Regulations 2018 prohibited hot
branding of animals generally (as per regulation 55L [Prohibition on hot branding of animals generally].
However, regulation 55M [Hot branding of horses, ponies, and donkeys] allowed the practice of hot branding
horses, ponies, and donkeys to continue for five years under controlled conditions.
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Continued - NZSPBS AGM Presidents Report 2026

On 9 May 2026 this exception will no longer apply and will be automatically revoked, making the hot
branding of any animal in all circumstances illegal.

Under regulation 55K of the regulations [Freeze branding cattle beasts or equids], the freeze branding of
equids continues to be allowed by a person who is experienced with or has received training in the correct
use of the method used, and who is able to recognise early signs of significant distress, injury, or ill-health so
that they can take prompt remedial action or seek advice.

Most breeders have already made the transition to microchipping their ponies with some choosing to do
further DNA typing to ensure identification in the longer term.

In closing I want to acknowledge each one of you for your contribution and commitment towards the
continued success and sustainability of the NZSPBS. 

Thank you for your support.

Bernadette Woffenden,
President NZSPBS (INC).

NZSPBS AGM Treasurers Report May 2026

We ended our financial year (31 st December 2025) with a surplus of $794. Our total equity is $18,901. 

Membership has dipped below 50 and we now have 45 members. This will mean a decrease of income as
membership subscriptions are our main income source. However, at present I can’t see this as a reason to
increase subscriptions. 

Our Accountant “Other Side Business Services” considers the information we presented to her represents
our activities and financial position.

Catherine Crosado,
Treasurer NZSPBS (INC).

NZSPBS AGM Registrars Report May 2026

As of today there are 1256 Shetland ponies on our Register. Fifteen foals were registered in the last year.
Numbers of foals are steady in the teens. 

Thank you to breeders for doing the mundane things we ask you to do such as the Annual returns. We do
use the information and it is very valuable. 

With the Amendments in the Animal Welfare (Care and Procedures) Regulations, hot iron branding is now
illegal as of 9th May 2026. Freeze branding is still permitted. Now that MPI have made their position clear,
we are working on new registration procedures to adapt to these new rules. 

As always if you have any questions or suggestions about the stud book, process of registration or anything
to do with the registration & transfer of ponies, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Catherine Crosado,
Registrar NZSPBS (INC).
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NZSPBS AGM Area Representatives - Lower North Island Report 2026

Winter is just around the corner and the ponies are looking “woolly”. Unfortunately I seem to be
the only member in this area and I have developed numerous health issues (old age!!), and am
finding looking after my animals rather challenging especially as my little farm-let is on the side
of a hill. 
I still have six ponies and all are looking in excellent condition. If a member is travelling north do
call in, or if you are wanting more information about the ponies do call in, as I may have to part
with some.

Best wishes for the AGM.

Ann Abernethy.

NZSPBS AGM Area Representatives - Waikato/Upper North Island Report 2026

I took over as Area Representative 15 years ago. There has been a lot of change over that period.
There is only one registered Shetland breeder left in the North Island and very few Shetlands now
gracing the showring. However there are still Shetlands moving north from the South Island,
most of which are going into family homes and although they are still out there, it is hard to keep
track of them. It’s been a few years since Rod and I have shown our three Shetlands, and with the
demise of the Auckland Highland Games, we don’t get a chance to get out and about promoting
the breed as we used to. However, they are still the centre of attention when we have visitors
with small children, and they are always happy to oblige with pony rides. It’s wonderful to see
Jeffrey Jones was at his local Helensville A&P Show this year with his team of black Shetlands as
part of the Rare Breeds Display and I am sure he will be the first to put his hand up to promote
Shetlands in the future.

So it is now time for me to stand aside as Area Delegate although I will always be the first to put
my hand up to give advice and assistance to anyone wanting to get into Shetland ownership.
Rod and I have made a lot of friends Nationwide through our mutual love of Shetlands and we
have travelled wide and far. We have attended AGM’s in many parts of the South Island and still
fondly remember the ‘South of the South Shetland Pony Tour in September 2013, which started
in Timaru and wound its way across to almost the West coast, through all sorts of weather,
meeting wonderful people and their beautiful ponies. Fabulous food and great Southern
hospitality and many laughs.

Wishing you a great AGM once more, and a big thank you to those who have been stewards of
the Society and are doing wonderful work in the background to keep this breed on track. Thanks
for putting your hands up to take on committee jobs and I look forward to my regular
newsletters to keep track of what is happening in all parts of New Zealand.

Regards and all the best,

Kathy Drake.
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NZSPBS AGM Area Representatives - Mid / Lower South Island Report 2026

Not much has happened in our area.
Numbers have been well down and there was talk that the equestrian show at Waimate would
not go ahead this coming season and that they would concentrate on the Waimate main show.
Have heard a whisper that this is not true and the two shows are going ahead as usual. Here’s
hoping this is right. 

Shetland competitors were quite disgusted that, at the Main Waimate Show, we were pushed to
the Sunday for our Classes. Couldn’t understand why, as there was nothing going on in the ring
we use on the Saturday. Being on the Sunday there was very few public to watch our classes, as
the show on the Sunday is mainly Show jumping. I have talked to one of their committee
members and they said they would take it to the next meeting. I may have more to report at our
annual meeting.
 
Can’t wait until our annual meeting and seeing everyone.
 
Kind regards, 
Beth & Harry Prescott-Ballagh.

NZSPBS AGM Area Representatives - Canterbury / Upper South Island Report 2026

Well what a year, when we thought we had gotten past cost issues a wars broken out and things
are Costing a fortune again. Hopefully things will settle down fuel cost wise  by the new season to
kick off and we see strong numbers at all shows round the country. 
 
A quick short report from me as I wasn’t at a lot of the shows this season with the planning and
trips to and from Australia for our move and Bailey’s health issues in October last year.
 
A few things come to mind from this season. It would be nice to see a training event for show
ring turn out and etiquette at some stage as it’s always good to refresh for us experienced
‘showies’ but also to give the newbies the correct grounding right at the start. 
 
A reminder that judges aren’t paid to judge they take time out of their own lives to join us in
something we want to do. They have their own ways of judging and are required to judges under
a set of rules if not happy with their way smile and move on end of the days it’s one persons
opinion. We have been blessed to have an exceptional calibre of judges this year and I look
forward to the new seasons shows. 
 
With the downsizing of our stud a small number of our ponies have made their way to new
homes …. These have introduced a new lot of people to our fantastic breed and hopefully will
result in new members in times to come 
 
A quick walk round my lot this morning and they’re all winter ready …. Chubby and fluffy.

Kirsty Whiting.
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End of Year Results

NZSPBS Shetland Pony of the Year 
Double H Citrus Liqueur (1168NZ)

Llewellyn Moritz × Burravoe Zesbrie 
Double H Shetland Pony Stud
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“Double H Citrus Liqueur was born in 2020 during the COVID years, jet black from day one and
full of spirit. As a foal, she was shown twice at local A&P shows, winning Champion Youngstock at
Oxford A&P while her dam, Burravoe Zesbrie (Zest), claimed Supreme Champion at both shows.
Looking back, it felt like a passing of the torch. 

Citrus has certainly followed in her mother's footsteps. As a two-year-old, she became Supreme
Champion at the South Island Shetland Pony Show. In the 2025/26 season, she was awarded the
New Zealand Shetland Pony of the Year title and added another South Island Shetland Show
Supreme Championship to her record, this time under international judges.

Citrus' Dam is a two-time New Zealand Shetland Pony of the Year. When it came time to breed
Zest's first foal, we chose the outstanding stallion Llewellyn Moritz, whose progeny we had long
admired. The result was Citrus. 

Her name continues the "Zest" theme established by her dam. Citrus Liqueur became the perfect
fit and today represents the foundation of a family line that I hope will continue through future
generations, including her younger brother, Double H Valencia, a rising 2-Year-old Colt. 



NZSPBS Shetland Pony of the Year - Continued
Double H Citrus Liqueur (1168NZ)
Double H Shetland Pony Stud

Achieving this award with a pony you have bred yourself is incredibly rewarding. I am super
proud of Citrus and look forward to the next chapter of her journey as a broodmare, continuing
the Zest line that has brought our family so much success and enjoyment.

Finally, a sincere thank you to all the fellow competitors, breeders, sponsors, judges, volunteers,
and show committees who dedicate countless hours behind the scenes to keep our local A&P
and breed shows running. Your support, hard work, and passion for the Shetland Pony breed
make opportunities and achievements such as this possible, and they are greatly appreciated.”

Toby Harden,
Double H Shetland Pony Stud.

Here is a link to the full NZSPBS 2025 - 2026 Annual Award results on the website:
https://www.shetlandpony.org.nz/forms

Congratulations to all competitors & prize winners.

Alternatively, the results are included over the following two pages of the
newsletter.
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https://www.shetlandpony.org.nz/awards
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2025/2026 NZSPBS Ambassador Award Winner
This is an annual award to be nominated ahead of our AGM every year. For the NZSPBS

member or pony, who during the course of the year promotes the Shetland Pony breed and
acts as an ambassador for the breed and the NZSPBS. This award and the silver plate salver

was proposed and donated by Leanne Whyte. 

The winner was Cotswold Bexley Heath,
owned by Catherine Crosado.
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Photography credit: Christiane Slawik.



2025/2026 NZSPBS Ambassador Award Winner
This is the 2nd Year the Shetland Pony Ambassador of the Year Award has been presented.
You may remember his recognition of a pony or a person stemmed from the generosity and
desire of one of our Society members, Leanne Whyte to promote the Shetland Pony Breed.
Thank you again Leanne for donating the silver slaver and rosette.

Thank you to those of you who heard the request for nominations in the Newsletter and
responded.

This year the award again goes to a pony: Cotswold Bexley Heath.

Nomination Content:

‘I would like to nominate Bexley aka Cotswold Bexley Heath for Shetland Ambassador. He
turns 30 this year and came out of retirement to make a wee girl’s dream come true. She had
her first horse show experience and gained some precious ribbons. He is also a firm
favorite at Peaceful Pines rest home in Darfield where he visits on a regular basis. He
epitomizes what it means to be a Shetland pony.’

Leanne Whyte.

‘Catherine has let me know that you can vote for a Shetland Ambassador of the Year.
I would like to nominate Catherine’s pony, Bexley. He is 30 years old and came out of
retirement to let a young girl, Poppy, have her first experience at showing. Like a true
gentleman, he looked after Poppy. He has been to a Retirement Homes and is a high level
Parelli trained pony.
I believe he is a true ambassador for the Shetland breed.’

Regards,
Sue Dunn.
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Above pictured: 
Bexley & Poppy Trainor.

Photography credit:
Arrow’s Flight Photography.

Lower left pictured: 
Irene & Bexley.

Photography credit: Christiane
Slawik.



Kids Spot 

PRINT & COLOUR ME IN

NZSPBS NEWSLETTER - PAGE 15 - WINTER | AGM 2026 



Name Address Phone Email 

PRESIDENT Bernadette
Woffenden

"Mill Farm"
186 High Street
Leeston 7632

027 462 5323
03 3243 271

laelshetland@gmail.com

VICE-
PRESIDENT Rachel Marley

87 Park Hill
Road

027 308 7630 jason.rachel.marley@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY Lesley Lewis
530 Marshland
Road

027 355 2886 lewises@xtra.co.nz

TREASURER Catherine
Crosado

1173 Telegraph
Road

027 433 7840 duncree@xtra.co.nz

REGISTRAR
 Stud Book,
Transfers and
Registrations

Catherine
Crosado

1173 Telegraph
Road

027 433 7840 duncree@xtra.co.nz

End of Year Awards
Results Co-ordinator
& Facebook Support

Toby Harding tobyharden20@gmail.com

RAS Liaison Diana Humphries
021 180 0804
03 329 7871

cotswold.stud@xtra.co.nz

Newsletter Editor &
Facebook Support Chloe Miller 027 425 8337 chloemiller.cmevents@gmail.com

Website & Facebook Catherine Crosado 027 433 7840 duncree@xtra.co.nz

Merchandise
Coordinator Diana Humphries

021 180 0804
03 329 7871 cotswold.stud@xtra.co.nz

Show Site Setup &
Preparation April Buckingham toonmals@yahoo.co.nz
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND OFFICE BEARERS 2026/2027

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
(AND THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES)



NORTH ISLAND

Lower North Island Ann Abernethy Taihape
06  3889 220
laabernethy@xtra.co.nz

Waikato / Upper North
Island Pending. 

SOUTH ISLAND

Canterbury / Upper
South Island Toby Harding Canterbury tobyharden20@gmail.com

Mid / Lower South
Island

Beth & Harry
Prescott-Ballagh

Mid Canterbury
027 512 4967 
03 6891 340
abberley@xtra.co.nz
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES
THESE MEMBERS ARE THE LOCAL POINTS OF CONTACT IN YOUR AREA

* NEW REGISTRATIONS, TRANSFERS AND STUD BOOK QUERIES CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE
REGISTRAR

* NEWSLETTER ARTICLES, PHOTOS, ITEMS OF INTEREST, CLASSIFIEDS, QUERIES OR
CORRECTIONS CAN BE SENT TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

* SHOW RESULTS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE SHOW RESULTS COLLECTOR
 

* FINANCIALS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE TREASURER

* WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK ITEMS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE APPOINTED 
COORDINATOR



530 MARSHLAND ROAD

CHRISTCHURCH 8083
PHONE: 

0273 552886

EMAIL:

 LEWISES@XTRA.CO.NZ

(All correspondence
should be directed to

this address)
www.shetlandpony.org.nz

 
Facebook:

https://www.facebook.co
m/New-Zealand-

Shetland-Pony-Breeders-
Society-Incorporated-

1542870245987457/

Thank you for reading!

NEW ZEALAND SHETLAND PONY BREEDERS’ SOCIETY (INC.)
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